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Probe told of

site worker’s
horror death

@ From Page One

safety briefing at the time.

Mr Zarev had been carrying out the
role while the heavy plant machine
made its way on to the site.

He had fitted the safety pin to secure
the bucket to the arm of the machine.
The pin was still in place following the
incident.

Taran Hewitt, a mechanical engineer
from the Health and Safety Executive,
used a similar machine parked outside
the court to demonstrate to the jury how
the bucket could have become detached.

@ The JCB and bucket at the centre of the
tragedy at the DLR extension site

He said there was evidence that one of
the main hooks was not attached and the
Executive were advising manufacturers
to discontinue producing that type of
device.

Site foreman Jason Rickward said that
all necessary safety checks had been
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Killer at 14 gets

just four years

A FERAL 14-year-old who kicked a
man of 60 to death in the street after an
all-night drinking binge was on Friday

locked up for just four years.

The teenager, from Custom House, stamped
on Eric Rider so hard that an imprint of his

trainer was left on the victim’s face.

The killer’s clothes were still blood-spattered when
he entered a nearby house in Plaistow and told the
occupants: “I’m going to have double trouble. I killed

someone down the road.”

The youth, who recently celebrated his 15th birth-
day, was cleared of murder but convicted of

manslaughter.

Accomplice Mantas Kraucevicius, 27, of
Sutton Court Road, Plaistow, was also
convicted of manslaughter and jailed for
seven years. Old Bailey judge Richard
Hawkins, QC, told him: “It is a case of
random violence, drink-fuelled and in
public.

“However, it is clear a young person
should be dealt with less severely than an
adult offender because the impact of pun-
ishment is likely to be felt more highly.”

Judge Hawkins refused to lift an order
banning identification of the youth in case
it impeded his “rehabilitation.”

The court heard that he began drinking
alcohol and smoking cannabis at an early
age and “suffered from years of neglect.”

He had findings of guilt for handling
stolen goods, vehicle interference and dis-
orderly behaviour.

His barrister Joanna Greenberg, QC,
said: “It is easy to dismiss him as a feral
child who should be locked away but you

uation.”

at 2am.

@ Victim: Mr Rider

L

@ Killer: Kraucevicius

cannot overlook the responsibility of adults for his sit-

The teenager started drinking the previous night at
a pub with adult friends before meeting Kraucevicius

CCTYV of the pair buying more alcohol later that
morning showed the youth barely able to stand. Ms
Greenberg said: “He was very plainly drunk.”

The pair are believed to have attacked Mr Rider
some time after 6am on June 27 last year at the junc-
tion of Beaumont Road and Kent Street, Plaistow.

Mr Rider had recently been made homeless after split-
ting with his partner of 24 years and often spent time sit-
ting on a bench on the corner.

Kraucevicius admitted he punched Mr Rider to the

ground after a minor argument. The teenag-
er then stamped on Mr Rider’s head and he
was eft to die from multiple injuries to his
head, neck and face.

Prosecutor Peter Finnigan, QC, said:
“This was a vicious attack by much younger,
fitter persons, fired up by drink. Both,
apparently nonchalantly, made their way
from the scene.”

The pair were arrested after bursting into
a house in Prince Regent Lane at around
7am.

A lodger prevented them leaving and
police were called. The teenager begged him:
“I will get on my knees. I want to apologise.
Please let us go. I’'m going to have double
trouble. I killed someone down the road.”

Kraucevicius told the jury that he started
the fight with Mr Rider but claimed he
walked away when the youth began stamping
on the victim’s head.

Kraucevicius claimed he dragged the boy
away.

The pair were cleared of murder and bur-
glary and convicted of manslaughter.

Caroline tops
running order
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SETTING the pace...Caroline Tuck, of
Dagenham 88 Runners, on her way to
winning the 35+ women’s category in
Sunday’s City of London West Ham
Park Run.

The Skm event was the second in a
series of four promoted by former
Olympic champion Tessa Sanderson.

Tessa mingled with the 60-plus com-
petitors, giving pre-race warm-up tips.

The next run, on February 14, will be
special as it will have a new category.
Couples are being invited to run togeth-
er, the winners being the pair with the
best average time.

And entrants are urged to wear fancy
dress to add extra fun to the event

carried out beforehand and he believed
that the excavator was parked in the
yard.

The jury returned a verdict of acci-
dental death.

Public Meeting
Epping Forest Transport Strategy:
Display of Design Proposals

The City of London as Conservators of Epping Forest,
Essex County Council and the London Boroughs of
Redbridge and Waltham Forest are working in
partnership to improve the transport network in and
around Epping Forest.

Date: Thursday 11 February 2010
Time: 5pm — 7pm

Location: Kings Oak Hotel,
Paul’s Nursery Road, High Beach,
Epping Forest, Essex, IG10 4AE

A shuttle bus will be running every half hour to and
from Chingford Station between 5pm — 6.30pm

We would like to invite you to our display of the Transport
Strategy proposals; this will include feedback from the
2008/9 public consultation, information on route
management measures and the location of cattle grids.

Officers from the City of London, Essex County Council
and the London Borough of Redbridge will be available to
answer any questions you have about the strategy.

For further information go to
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/efts

Alternatively contact:
Alison O’Connor, Community Liaison Officer,
City of London

Tel: 020 8532 1010
email: alison.oconnor@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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@® Det Insp Robert Pack, from the Homicide and Serious
Crime Command, said after the case: “Despite one of the
defendants being only 14, the pair had been drinking all night
and came across the victim in a park.

“They approached a vulnerable individual on the pretext of

asking for a cigarette, albeit they already
had cigarettes. While Mr Rider was sit-
ting on a bench, Kraucevicius kicked
him in the face.

“After a brief struggle, Mr Rider
remained on the ground where he was
further kicked in the chest and head by
Kraucevicius before being kicked and
stamped on by the 14-year-old.”

Mr Pack added: “The pair carried out a
savage, sustained and senseless attack on a
man simply minding his own business.

“Such was the force of the attack that an
impression of the sole of the 14-year-old’s
shoe was found on Mr Rider’s cheek. The
jury heard from the pathologist that the
severe head and facial injuries he received
were more normally associated with a car
accident or a fall head-first from several
storeys.

“After kicking and beating the victim to
death, the pair calmly strolled from the scene
without a second thought for their victim.”

In an extract from a family impact state-
ment, Patricia Venton, Mr Rider’s ex-partner,
said: “ The green where Eric died is the green
where the children all played when they were
young.

“Those happy memories are tainted with
new ones that cause us all great pain.

“I hope our children can forgive and not
carry the burden of hate. I hope our children
and grandchildren will never suffer the pain
like that of their parents and grandparents.

“Grandparents should die from old age,
not from the actions of two strangers who
never gave Eric a chance.”

AMBULANCE ALERT

FIRE crews were called to Newham
University Hospital, Plaistow, on Thursday
night when a private ambulance was leak-
ing LPG fuel outside the A&E unit. The
fuel was left to drain off harmlessly.

e Clothing
e Trainers

e Football Boots

20 BARKING ROAD,
EAST HAM E6

(NEAR BOLEYN)
TELEPHONE:020 84723677
FAX: 020 85524112

www.rowesportseastha

OPENING HOURS
MON - THURS 9am - 5.30pm
FRIDAY 9am - 6pm
SATURDAY 9am - 5.30pm

All offers subject to availability
.co.uk
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