
Probe told of
site worker’s
horror death

●● From Page One

safety briefing at the time.
Mr Zarev had been carrying out the

role while the heavy plant machine
made its way on to the site.
He had fitted the safety pin to secure

the bucket to the arm of the machine.
The pin was still in place following the
incident.
Taran Hewitt, a mechanical engineer

from the Health and Safety Executive,
used a similar machine parked outside
the court to demonstrate to the jury how
the bucket could have become detached.

He said there was evidence that one of
the main hooks was not attached and the
Executive were advising manufacturers
to discontinue producing that type of
device.
Site foreman Jason Rickward said that

all necessary safety checks had been
carried out beforehand and he believed
that the excavator was parked in the
yard.
The jury returned a verdict of acci-

dental death.

Killer at 14 gets
just four years

A FERAL 14-year-old who kicked a
man of 60 to death in the street after an
all-night drinking binge was on Friday
locked up for just four years.
The teenager, from Custom House, stamped

on Eric Rider so hard that an imprint of his
trainer was left on the victim’s face.
The killer’s clothes were still blood-spattered when

he entered a nearby house in Plaistow and told the
occupants: “I’m going to have double trouble. I killed
someone down the road.”
The youth, who recently celebrated his 15th birth-

day, was cleared of murder but convicted of

cannot overlook the responsibility of adults for his sit-
uation.”
The teenager started drinking the previous night at

a pub with adult friends before meeting Kraucevicius
at 2am.
CCTV of the pair buying more alcohol later that

morning showed the youth barely able to stand. Ms
Greenberg said: “He was very plainly drunk.”
The pair are believed to have attacked Mr Rider

some time after 6am on June 27 last year at the junc-
tion of Beaumont Road and Kent Street, Plaistow.
Mr Rider had recently been made homeless after split-

ting with his partner of 24 years and often spent time sit-
ting on a bench on the corner.
Kraucevicius admitted he punched Mr Rider to the

● Victim: Mr Rider

● Killer: Kraucevicius

manslaughter.
Accomplice Mantas Kraucevicius, 27, of

Sutton Court Road, Plaistow, was also
convicted of manslaughter and jailed for
seven years. Old Bailey judge Richard
Hawkins, QC, told him: “It is a case of
random violence, drink-fuelled and in
public.
“However, it is clear a young person

should be dealt with less severely than an
adult offender because the impact of pun-
ishment is likely to be felt more highly.”
Judge Hawkins refused to lift an order

banning identification of the youth in case
it impeded his “rehabilitation.”
The court heard that he began drinking

alcohol and smoking cannabis at an early
age and “suffered from years of neglect.”
He had findings of guilt for handling

stolen goods, vehicle interference and dis-
orderly behaviour.
His barrister Joanna Greenberg, QC,

said: “It is easy to dismiss him as a feral
child who should be locked away but you

ground after a minor argument. The teenag-
er then stamped on Mr Rider’s head and he
was eft to die from multiple injuries to his
head, neck and face.
Prosecutor Peter Finnigan, QC, said:

“This was a vicious attack by much younger,
fitter persons, fired up by drink. Both,
apparently nonchalantly, made their way
from the scene.’’
The pair were arrested after bursting into

a house in Prince Regent Lane at around
7am.
A lodger prevented them leaving and

police were called.The teenager begged him:
“I will get on my knees. I want to apologise.
Please let us go. I’m going to have double
trouble. I killed someone down the road.”
Kraucevicius told the jury that he started

the fight with Mr Rider but claimed he
walked away when the youth began stamping
on the victim’s head.
Kraucevicius claimed he dragged the boy

away.
The pair were cleared of murder and bur-

glary and convicted of manslaughter.

● Det Insp Robert Pack, from the Homicide and Serious
Crime Command, said after the case: “Despite one of the
defendants being only 14, the pair had been drinking all night
and came across the victim in a park.
“They approached a vulnerable individual on the pretext of

asking for a cigarette, albeit they already
had cigarettes. While Mr Rider was sit-
ting on a bench, Kraucevicius kicked
him in the face.
“After a brief struggle, Mr Rider

remained on the ground where he was
further kicked in the chest and head by
Kraucevicius before being kicked and
stamped on by the 14-year-old.’’
Mr Pack added: “The pair carried out a

savage, sustained and senseless attack on a
man simply minding his own business.
“Such was the force of the attack that an

impression of the sole of the 14-year-old’s
shoe was found on Mr Rider’s cheek. The
jury heard from the pathologist that the
severe head and facial injuries he received
were more normally associated with a car
accident or a fall head-first from several
storeys.
“After kicking and beating the victim to

death, the pair calmly strolled from the scene
without a second thought for their victim.”
In an extract from a family impact state-

ment, Patricia Venton, Mr Rider’s ex-partner,
said: “ The green where Eric died is the green
where the children all played when they were
young.
“Those happy memories are tainted with

new ones that cause us all great pain.
“I hope our children can forgive and not

carry the burden of hate. I hope our children
and grandchildren will never suffer the pain
like that of their parents and grandparents.
“Grandparents should die from old age,

not from the actions of two strangers who
never gave Eric a chance.”

AMBULANCE ALERT
FIRE crews were called to Newham
University Hospital, Plaistow, on Thursday
night when a private ambulance was leak-
ing LPG fuel outside the A&E unit. The
fuel was left to drain off harmlessly.

Caroline tops
running order

SETTING the pace...Caroline Tuck, of
Dagenham 88 Runners, on her way to
winning the 35+ women’s category in
Sunday’s City of London West Ham
Park Run.
The 5km event was the second in a

series of four promoted by former
Olympic champion Tessa Sanderson.
Tessa mingled with the 60-plus com-

petitors, giving pre-race warm-up tips.
The next run, on February 14, will be

special as it will have a new category.
Couples are being invited to run togeth-
er, the winners being the pair with the
best average time.
And entrants are urged to wear fancy

dress to add extra fun to the event

● The JCB and bucket at the centre of the
tragedy at the DLR extension site
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Public Meeting
Epping Forest Transport Strategy:

Display of Design Proposals

The City of London as Conservators of Epping Forest,
Essex County Council and the London Boroughs of
Redbridge and Waltham Forest are working in
partnership to improve the transport network in and
around Epping Forest.

Date: Thursday 11 February 2010
Time: 5pm – 7pm
Location: Kings Oak Hotel,
Paul’s Nursery Road, High Beach,
Epping Forest, Essex, IG10 4AE

A shuttle bus will be running every half hour to and
from Chingford Station between 5pm – 6.30pm

We would like to invite you to our display of the Transport
Strategy proposals; this will include feedback from the
2008/9 public consultation, information on route
management measures and the location of cattle grids.

Officers from the City of London, Essex County Council
and the London Borough of Redbridge will be available to
answer any questions you have about the strategy.

For further information go to
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/efts

Alternatively contact:
Alison O’Connor, Community Liaison Officer,

City of London

Tel: 020 8532 1010
email: alison.oconnor@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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FIX those broken NewYear’s resolutions
by putting on your running shoes and
signing up for the Newham Classic 10K.
Founded by Olympic gold medallist Tessa

Sanderson, the event is supported by the
Newham Recorder.
Runners will get on their marks on Sunday,

April 18, to raise money for Action for
Children.
Places are limited, so potential entrants are

advised to sign up as soon as possible.
Tessa, pictured, said: “I am delighted to be

working with Action for Children and chose

them as our official race charity for all the valu-
able work they do with children and young peo-
ple – not only in London but throughout the
UK.’’
Action for Children, formerly NCH, work

with nearly 156,000 of the UK’s most vulnera-
ble children and families at around 420 projects.
The charity aim to raise £17m over the next

three years to tackle child neglect and it is hoped
money from the run will help reach the target.
For further information on taking part, contact

Lisa Hemsley on 07525 734105 or lisa.hems
ley@actionforchildren.org.uk
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NEWHAM MAYOR Sir Robin Wales said it with
flowers when he congratulated a head teacher on
her OBE.

Jane Johnson, of St Stephen’s Primary, Upton
Park, was honoured for services to education. She
has been teaching in Newham since 1973 and at St
Stephens since 1983.

The Mayor presented Jane with a bouquet at a
special assembly.

He said: “People like Jane, who are willing to
put in the extra effort, make a wonderful contribu-
tion to so many children’s lives.

“I’m delighted that all her tremendous work has
been acknowledged in such a public way and I
offer my congratulations on behalf of everyone at
the council.”

Jane, pictured with Sir Robin and pupils, said:
“Teaching in Newham has been such a big part of
my life and it’s wonderful to be recognised for
doing a job I truly love. This award would not have
been possible without such a committed commu-
nity and exceptional school staff over the many
years.”

✰Grants of up to £10,000 are avail-
able for projects keen to promote

cycling in their community.
Applicants have until Friday to get their

bids in during the first round of funding by
Transport for London (TfL).
They are particularly looking for pro-

grammes that build the confidence of infre-
quent or new cyclists, especially women,

children, ethnic groups and disabled people.
Applicants will get a second bite of the

cherry when the funding reopens on March 8.
Last year the African Schools’Association

benefited from £4,002 for their special needs
cycle training camp and maintenance proj-
ect, a five-day initiative with Rokeby School
,Stratford.
To find out more visit www.lcc.org.uk/com-

munity
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PLAISTOW’S Balaam and Newham leisure
centres will open their lanes to the annual
Swimathon fund-raiser.
The event is being staged at hundreds of

pools across the UK between April 16-18.
It is thought that more than 15,000 swim-

mers will raise £1.5m for Marie Curie
Cancer Care and The Swimathon
Foundation. Most of the proceeds will go to
providing free home nursing care for cancer
patients and those with other terminal ill-
nesses.
Zöe Salmon, a former presenter on BBC’s

Blue Peter, quarter finalist in ITV’s Dancing

on Ice and London Marathon competitor, is
in training for Swimathon.
She said: “I’ve always found swimming a

really good way to keep in shape.
“Everyone needs a challenge now and

again, especially to keep motivated during
the winter months. And what better addition-
al spur than to help Marie Curie Cancer Care
– a charity that does such crucial work? I
can’t wait to take part.”
To find out more or to sign up for a

Swimathon session at the nearest participat-
ing pool, go online to www.swimathon.org or
call 0845 36 700 36.
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DO SOMETHING amazing with an hour
– give blood; that is the message from the
National Blood Service. Many local ven-
ues have donor sessions taking place
throughout the area in the coming weeks.
Donors can go to St Mark’s Church Hall, in

Lorne Road, Forest Gate on Monday March 1
where sessions will be held from 2pm to 4pm
and from 5pm to 7.30pm.
City workers can also go to the Grand Suite

at the Britannia International Hotel in Canary
Wharf for sessions on Tuesday February 9
between 9.45am and 11.30am and from 1pm to
4pm.
Donors can go to the East Wintergarden at

43 Bank Street in Canary Wharf on Monday
February 15 between 9.30am to 11.30am and
from 1pm to 4pm. It is also the venue for ses-
sion on Monday February 22 between 9.30am
and 11.30am and 1pm and 4pm.
City workers can save lives at the Insurance

Hall, (Great Hall), Aldermanbury, in the City
today, between 9.30am and 11.30am and from
1pm until 4pm, and on Friday February 12
between 9.30am and 11.30am and from 1pm to
4pm. It is also the venue on Tuesday February 23
for sessions between 9.30amand 11.30am and
1pm and 4pm.Sessions will also be held there on
Monday March 1 between 9.30am and 11.30am
and from 1pm until 4pm.
Donors can also give blood in the Court Room

at the Insurance Hall, Aldermanbury, on Tuesday
March 9 between 9.30am and 11.30am and
between 1pm and 4pm.
The Salvation Army International headquar-

ters, Conference Room, Queen Victoria Street, in
the City, will be the venue on Friday February 5,
between 9.30am and 11.30am and between 1pm
and 4pm.
Bishopsgate Institute, (Great Hall),

Bishopsgate, in the City, will be the venue on
Monday February 8 from 9.30am to 11.30am and
1pm to 4pm and on Friday February 19 between
9.30am and 11.30am and from 1pm to 4pm.
New donors must be in good general health,

aged between 17 and 60 and weigh more than
seven stones 12 pounds. Regular donors can give
up to their 70th birthday.
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aanndd sshhoouulldd nnoott bbee rreelliieedd oonn aass aa ssoouurrccee ooff lleeggaall aaddvviiccee..
IIff yyoouu wwaanntt FFRREEEE aaddvviiccee aabboouutt ccoonnssuummeerr iissssuueess,, eemmppllooyy--
mmeenntt,, wweellffaarree bbeenneeffiittss,, hhoouussiinngg oorr ddeebbtt,, yyoouu ccaann tteellee--
pphhoonnee CCoommmmuunniittyy LLiinnkkss oonn ((002200)) 77447733 99664400,, ttoo ffiinndd oouutt
aabboouutt vvaarriioouuss aaddvviiccee sseerrvviicceess.. OOrr vviissiitt wwwwww..ccoommmmuunniittyy--
lliinnkkss..oorrgg ffoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aabboouutt aaddvviiccee sseessssiioonnss..

●●ACAS: Advice for employers and employees: (020) 7396
5100.
●●ALCOHOL EAST advisory service: (020) 8257 3068;
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: (020) 7833 0022, or nation-
al helpline 08457 697555. AL-ANON: Help for friends and
relatives of alcoholics. Helpline on (020) 7403 0888.
●●ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR (Newham Team): 0800
7313300.
●●BRAIN INJURY: For help and support contact Headway
East London on (020) 7739 7777
●●CHILDLINE: 0800 1111.
●●CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: Newham 0870 1264097
(Tues,Weds, Thurs 1 to 3pm).
●DENTIST: The Royal London Hospital Accident &
Emergency Department, Whitechapel, 7pm to midnight
Monday to Friday; Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays
from 8am to 6pm.
●●DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: Newham Action Against
Domestic Violence – 24-hour helpline: (020) 7473 3047;
Aanchal run an Asian women’s hotline: 0845 451 2547;
Newham Asian Women’s Project: (020) 8472 0528; The
Asian Domestic Violence Project in Newham: 0800
3899500.
●●ELECTRICITY: London: 0800 0280247 (day and emer-
gency no).
●●ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH: General: (020) 8534 4545.
●EAST LONDON FAMILIES NEED FATHERS: Help for
separated or divorced parents over contact with children:
(020) 8556 3598.
●●FAMILY PLANNING: Newham Community Health
Service Family Planning Service: (020) 8586 5147.
●●GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS: (020) 7384 3040.
●●GAS: Escapes and any other emergencies: 0800
111999.
●●HOSPITALS: For Newham General and St Andrew’s, and
other units: (020) 7476 4000.
●HOUSING ADVICE: Shelter run Shelterline, a 24-hour
free helpline for all housing queries, and mortgage advice.
For help with housing problems, any time of the day or
night, phone 0808 8004444.
●●LONDON EAST AIDS/HIV NETWORK: (020) 8519
9545.
●●NSPCC: 0800 800 5000.
●●IN-VOLVE NEWHAM COMMUNITY DRUGS TEAM:
(020) 7474 2222. Drug treatment services for adults, 24-
hour helpline (0800) 587 6789. IN-VOLVE NEWHAM
CREATE: (020) 8552 7225. Confidential drugs advice and
information for young people. www.in-volve.org.uk
●●NEWHAM COUNCIL: (020) 8430 2000. Out of normal
hours: (020) 8472 9624.
●●NOISE HOTLINE (Newham Council): (020) 8472 9624.
●●PDSA: Newham (020) 7476 2448 or (020) 8550 6644.
●●POLICE: Forest Gate: (020) 8534 1212; Plaistow: (020)
7474 1212; East Ham: (020) 8548 1212; Stratford: (020)
8548 1212; North Woolwich: (020) 7476 1212.
●●RACIAL HARASSMENT: Newham Council hotline: (020)
8557 8768. Newham Council for Racial Equality: (020)
8471 4621.
●●RELATE (Marriage Guidance): (020) 8593 7711.
●●RSPCA: 08705 555999.
●SAMARITANS: 0845 7909090
●●WATER: Thames Water – 0845 9200800.

WHAT pay can I expect to receive during my
maternity leave?

If you are employed, during your maternity leave you
may qualify for weekly statutory maternity pay (“SMP”)
from your employer.

To qualify for SMP, you must meet certain criteria,
being (a) a minimum period during which you have been
continuously employed by the same employer (currently
you have to have been in your job for at least 26 weeks by

What pay will I get during maternity leave?
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FIND OUT ABOUT THE LAW

the end of the 15th week before your due date) and (b)
you have been receiving a weekly wage of no less than
£95.

If you qualify for SMP, it is paid (a) for the first six
weeks at 90 per cent of your average gross weekly
earnings and (b) for a further 33 weeks at the lower of
£123.06 and 90 per cent of your average gross week-
ly earnings. The maximum period over which SMP
can be claimed is 39 weeks.

To make a claim for SMP, you must (a) tell your
employer that you are pregnant no later than the end
of the 15th week before the week of your due date, (b)
give your employer at least 28 days’ notice of when
you want your SMP to start and (c) provide medical
evidence (for example, a maternity certificate, which
you can get from your midwife) of your due date.

If you are not eligible for SMP, you may be eligible
for income support by way of the Maternity Allowance

if (a) you are employed, (b) you are either registered
self-employed and paying Class 2 National Insurance
Contributions, or hold a Small Earnings Exception cer-
tificate, or (c) you have recently been employed or self-
employed and meet certain criteria. Maternity
Allowance is paid weekly at the lower of £123.06 or 90
per cent of your average gross weekly earnings.

The maximum period over which Maternity
Allowance can be claimed is also 39 weeks. Please note
that receipt by you of a Maternity Allowance may affect
the level of any other benefits that you are receiving. If
you don't qualify for Statutory Maternity Pay or
Maternity Allowance, you may be eligible for other
forms of support, for example the Employment and
Support Allowance or a Sure Start Maternity Grant.
Further information about payments and other aspects
of maternity leave can be found on the DirectGov web-
site which you can get at www.direct.gov.uk

10 www.newhamrecorder.co.uk Recorder, Wednesday 3rd February 2010


